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PERISCOPE. 


Band iv, 1883) is of opinion that in certain curable cases similar 
colonies would have beneficial results. 


Trephining in Traumatic Insanity. —Dr. J. P. McGee 
{Mississippi Valley Medical Monthly , Feb., 1883) reports the fol¬ 
lowing case : In 1863, a child had his frontal bone crushed by a 
kick from a mule. He recovered, but a deep degression remained 
in the forehead. Thirteen years subsequently he manifested ceph¬ 
alalgia, occasional dizziness, and four years later periodical 
attacks of insanity occurred. June, 1882, Dr. McGee trephined 
and removed a disk of bone from the under surface of which an 
exostosis projected through the dura mater. The pain imme¬ 
diately vanished, and has not returned, and the attacks of insanity 
are growing gradually less frequent and less severe. The opening 
in the skull, left by the removal of the disk, is firmly filled with 
osseous substance, and he has no sensation to remind him that 
his head was ever hurt. The trephining was, to say the best, use¬ 
less. Had it been of any value the effects would have been im¬ 
mediate, due to the removal of the source of irritation. That the 
attacks are growing less severe seems to show that there were cor¬ 
tical changes which would be unaffected by trephining. The 
great trouble in the majority of these cases is that what has been 
aptly styled the “traumatic neurosis” results, and then the simple 
removal of sources of irritation is without effect. 


Eye-Affections in Progressive Paresis. —Charles Dutugue 
(L’ Encephale , Jan., 1883) claims that in the first stage of progres¬ 
sive paresis there is always irregularity of the pupils, papillary con¬ 
gestion, retinal, arterial, and varicose dilatation. In the second 
stage the lesions are more marked, with the addition of decided 
papillary and peripapillary oedema. The disk is often obscured or 
masked by oedema, proportionate in extent to the duration of 
the disease. In the last stage, the papilla is small, flat, and gray 
in color ; the vessels which normally give it a pink tint having 
disappeared, from optic atrophy. Atrophy of the choroid, retinal 
hemorrhages, and granulations of the retina and choroid also 
occur. These findings are but an extension of those of Clifford 
Albutt (“Ophthalmoscope in Nervous Disease”). C. Albridge 
( West Riding Asylum Reports , vols. i and ii), Monti {De l’ ophthal¬ 
moscope dans les maladies Mentales), and Spitzka (Journal of Ner¬ 
vous and Mental Disease, 1877, page 270) have shown that 
these claims are much too positive, and that cases can be found 
in which eye-lesions are absent. 


Does the State Presume Every Man to be Sane ?— 
This question was raised by Mr. Scoville during the Guiteau trial. 
He insisted, in accordance with the spirit of the law which pre¬ 
sumes every man innocent till proven guilty, that sanity consti- 
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tuted a necessary part of the question of innocence, and was, 
therefore, an affirmative issue to be proven by the prosecution. 
In support of this he cited one decision. The Indiana Supreme 
Court ( American Journal of Neurology and Psychiatry, May, 1883) 
has recently affirmed this point raised. Mr. Scoville in the 
strongest manner in a case appealed from a lower court. The 
defence in the case was insanity of the prisoner. On the trial the 
judge charged that the law presumes sanity in all cases, and the 
burden of overthrowing the presumption is upon the person who 
alleges insanity ; but if the evidence given by defendant has been 
sufficient to raise a reasonable doubt of his sanity, then the gene¬ 
ral question is presented to the jury whether or not the crime was 
committed by him while responsible for his acts. If a reasonable 
doubt exist as to the defendant’s sanity, he is entitled to the 
benefit of the doubt. The Supreme Court says : “ The proposi¬ 
tion that the burden was upon defendant of creating by affirma¬ 
tive evidence as to his sanity is erroneous. The burden was upon 
the State to establish, beyond a reasonable doubt, every material 
averment in the indictment. One of these was malice. There 
can be no criminal intent when the mental condition of the ac¬ 
cused is such that he is incapable of forming one, and the burden 
is upon the State to prove that when the offence was committed 
the mental condition of the defendant was capable of forming an 
intent. The burden is upon the State.” 


Sexual Perversion. —Dr. P. M. Wise, of the Willard Asylum, 
reports ( Alienist and Neurologist, Jan., 1883) the case of a 
woman who, although she married and became a mother, displayed 
aversion to normal sexual indulgence. Being reduced, she sought 
shelter in an almshouse. Here she encountered a young woman, 
who had been born of an insane mother, with whom she ultimately 
set up house-keeping ; she acting as husband and dressing in men’s 
clothes. Sexual intercourse was indulged in between the two, the 
patient having an enlarged clitoris. She finally became demonstra¬ 
bly insane and entered the Willard Asylum. This is the third case 

of the kind reported in the United States. Dr. H-( Medical 

Record, March 19, 1881) having been the first to report a case of the 
kind. A second was reported by Dr. Blumer ( American Journal 
of Insanity, July,1882). The case just cited is the third, and a 
fourth was reported by Dr. Ferris, in the April number of the 
Journal. 


Contracts with God and Sanity. —Dr. Ball (Z’ Encdphale, 
No. 1, 1883) has resurrected the following case, first reported by 
Dr. Chatelain ( Annales medico-psychologiques, July, 1866). 
Some years ago a notary died at Neufchatel, whom everybody 
supposed to be perfectly sane, but among whose papers was found 
a document—nothing less than a regularly drawn up partnership 



